the "Excuse" in the records of the First Council; and when there is a description of it in MPS, which can become a source of the description of the "Excuse" , it may be reflected upon the latter.
Of the crimes of Ananda one which is common to every Vinaya and which is based on MPS is that Ananda did not beg for the prolongation of life to Buddha. "Excuse of Ananda" for this crime is commonly assumed that it is because his heart was then captured by Mara. Pali MPS and Dharmaguptaka MPS have the same description. Moreover, the part of MPS in Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya also has a similar description.5) It is unique that Ananda does not admit it as a crime in Mahasamghika Vinaya; however, there is no big difference among Vinayas with reference to the quotations of MPS itself.6)
Moreover, the crime of Ananda that he did not give Buddha water though he requested it also has the source in MPS. Only Theravadin Vinaya does not recognize it as a crime. When Buddha requests Ananda to bring water in Pali MPS, Ananda answeres as follows:
Because 500 cars are crossing the river, water is impure, and the water of another river is good. Then, when asked by Buddha 3 times, Ananda goes to draw water, a river suddenly becomes clean and Buddha drinks the water. This is a setup of Theravadin Vinaya.7) Ananda gives Buddha water in Pall MPS. On the other hand, in Dharmaguptaka MPS, Buddha requests Ananda to bring water, 500 cars are passing, and he reports the effect by which water is impure; upto that portion, the text is the same as in Pall MPS. However, a fierce god appears and water of eight sorts of purification are dedicated to Buddha. Since Buddha drinks it, Ananda does not give water after all.8) This respect is reflected also in Dharmaguptaka Vinaya and is the only part which Mahakasyapa refutes. It admits of the interpretation that in the stage of MPS, when Ananda does not give water, it is counted as a crime.9)
However, Mulasarvastivadin has an idea which is different from others. This crime of Mulasarvastivadin Vinaya is as follows.
Ananda does not give clean water but gives muddy water.
-> As 500 cars go across the river , and he is not able to obtain clean water.
Mahakasyapa's confutation -> Why didn't you look up and turn the bowl in the air? Devas poured out the water of eight merits. 
